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Sinyarlanguage 


Shemya ( taar fam/la) is the language of the Sinyar people. It is a 
Central Sudanic language spoken in Chad and formerly in Darfur, 
Sudan. It is variously spelled Shamya, Shamyan, Shemya, Sinya, and 
known as Symiarta, Taar Shamyan, Zimirra. 

The language is spoken in Goz Be'rda, Chad and Foro Boranga, 
Sudan. There are two level tones and downstepped low tones. Word 
order is SVOJ 3 ^ 

Dimmendaal leaves it as a language isolate, whereas Blench groups 
it with Formona/ 5 ] 

Doornbos records 18 Sinyar clans. The Kijaar clan, located close to 
the Kujarge , likely intermarried with the KujargeJ 6 ' 

Lexicon 


Sinyar appears to have a Bongo-Bagirmi superstratum and a non- 
Bongo-Bagirmi substratum. Some lexical items in Sinyar have 
cognates in Bongo-Bagirmi languages (particularly the neighboring 
Yulu-Gula group), while others do notJ 7 ^ 
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Gloss 

Sinyar 

bee,honey 

sirmr 

black 

kitti 

buffalo 

kajibil 

come 

uwe / weep 

deep 

cuggol 

dry 

arfa 

ear 

ura 

leaf 

li 

elephant 

karti 

foot 

gwaar 

leg 

kaffa 

grass 

kaana 

head 

subo 

hunger 

musu 

kill 

wii 

long 

/uggol 

moon 

kwanja 

neck 

kwaala 

new 

siyeer 

night 

di kitti 

nose 

parma 

person 

ce / cee; fiti 

place 

di 

placenta 

kadu 

plait, to 

urba / urmba 

rain, to 

weeri (-ooru) 

red 

abbal 

rope 

kwaar 

smoke 

uju 

snake 

nc|ubbbl 

steal 

maggal / mangal 

stone, grindstone 

gol 

wet 

wicce (-ucce) 


Gloss 

Sinyar 

beget 

wife / wipe 

bird 

wel 

breast 

mbaar 

die 

wille 

dog 

bisi 

drink 

iya 

eat 

wip 

eye 

kwom 

fire 

fodu 

fish 

kwunjo 

grease, oil 

ibi 

horn 

kojju 

hot 

ugga 

1 

maa 

know 

ugol / ungol 

make a pot 

uba / umba 

meat 

ijja 

mouth 

taar 

name 

eere 

ox, cow 

icca 

seed 

kufo 

sharp 

affa 

skin 

anna 

seep 

sudo / sunjo 

three 

mutta 

tree 

kagga 

two 

rob 

who? 

dee- 

goat 

fiya 

gruel, porridge 

firya 

hair 

flf 

warthog 

fodu 

sun 

dkajja 

water, thirst 

kuja 

urine 

werji 

tie, to 

wirja/ wirnja 





Sinyar numerals from Boyeldieu (2013):^ 

Numerals 


1 

kalla 

2 

roo 

3 

mutta 

4 

ussa 

5 

moy 

6 

micca 

7 

mdorsd 

8 

maarta 

9 

mancfey 

10 

tiya 


Pronouns 


Sinyar pronouns 

Sinyar pronouns 


Gloss 

Sinyar 

IS 

maale, (maa) 

2S 

Tile 

3S 

naale, (naa) 

lP.du 

cinge 

IP. ex? 

ciye 

lP.in 

ceesa 

2P? 

singe; seesa 

3P 

ninge 
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